It is only fair to the readers of *Medical History* to begin this review by saying that this book touches lightly upon the field of medical history. What it does, however, is to address a number of issues with relevance to the history of colonial medicine. *Civilising natures* investigates the role of science in colonial India, with particular focus on the scientific management of forests and the tribal people living there. It includes chapters on forestry, plantation management, ethnography and---although not scientific in the usual sense of the word---missionary activities. A chapter on medicine would have fitted easily into the account. The analyses are limited to South India and the Nilgiri Hills in particular, but one of the strengths of the book is that the broader colonial framework is constantly present in the analyses. Another strength is that the author insists that discourses must be analysed in connection with specific social practices and generally succeeds in doing so.

Drawing on a wealth of different material, primarily little known printed reports dug up from the Tamil Nadu State Archives, *Civilising natures* offers a number of interesting insights. It shows, for instance, how the natives are sometimes seen as part of nature and sometimes as a threat to the proper management of nature. It also shows how local knowledge is appropriated and transformed by colonial science, a theme well known from the history of colonial medicine. Particularly fruitful is the concept of "mixed modernity", which refers to the fact that "modern" scientific management of forests and plantations required the preservation---perhaps even the reinforcement---of "pre-modern" hierarchies and labour relations.

Rich in specific observations, *Civilising natures* is not, however, a coherent book. This is readily admitted by the author, who states that "Each chapter ... takes on a different slice of colonial histories of nineteenth and early-twentieth-century science in India" (p. 7) and presents her aim as "to unravel many little stories that are often lost in the more well known big histories of nationalism" (p.13). Consequently, the introduction and the second chapter appear a bit flimsy. Four core chapters follow, each addressing one of the scientific fields mentioned above. Of these four chapters the first two---on forestry and plantations---are highly interesting. The third---on ethnography---is both much longer and less interesting. I have two objections to this chapter. First, the question raised ("how was the native constructed as an object of scientific knowledge?", p. 141) has already been addressed in so many studies of colonial ethnography. Second, the chapter has a tendency to loose focus by including general discussions of, for instance, James Mill and Karl Marx, which tell us nothing new. Fortunately, the author is back on the right track in the chapter dealing with missionary activities among tribals in South India. It is convincingly argued that religion and science were only superficially opposed in their attitude towards the native, as they both sought to sedentarise people in order to control them and valued "the upstanding, hardworking citizen of an industrial nation as opposed to the uncivilised, lazy non-western native" (p. 215). The final chapter brings in a global perspective through an interesting reading of the transplantation of the cinchona tree, used in the production of anti-malarial drugs, from the Andes to the Nilgiri Hills. In this way, something resembling "real" medical history appears towards the end of the book. Still, *Civilising natures* is primarily relevant to historians of medicine because it offers an inspiring approach to the relation between science and empire.
